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Copy off  registration forms, 

This is not something new; the program was introduced in 1949 
as the “Build a Better Community Contest.”  This program has 
provided GFWC clubs with a platform for developing and 
implementing projects that meet the varying and changing needs 
of their communities.  

“The project should be tailored to your community’s specific and 
unique needs.  Every club can create a Community Improvement 
Project.  Almost any project can be turned into a Community 
Improvement Project that addresses a specific, unique need within 
the community.  Large or small projects qualify.” 

If your club has been working with other organizations on a 
project to make improvements in the community or they have a 
project that’s been started and need finances to continue, check 
out what GFWC can do for you.   The project can be something 
your club has been working on for more than the past year.  It can 
be a continuing project. 

The Contest rules and prizes from GFWC can range from Fifth 
Place of $500.00 to First Place of $5,000.00.   

States with entries receive $50.00 for First Place, $35.00 for 
Second Place and $25.00 for Third place.  The winners are 
announced at the 2020 GFWC Convention and the monetary 
awards are passed on to the clubs that submitted the entries.   

So, what do you have to lose?   There is still time to get your club 
report written and submitted.  Send your entry in by January 1, 
2020 to Brenda Underwood, the GFWC Indiana Federation of 
Clubs Vice President.   

All the information needed can be found at GFWC.org under 
Awards, Contests and Grants-Community Improvement Program 
Award. 

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM AWARD
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Greetings Indiana GFWC Club 
Members, 

Fall District Tours are complete and in 
some of our Districts, new officers 
have been installed.  State officers 
enjoyed attending the conventions 
visiting with members and hearing 
what wonderful projects you have 
done and plan to do. 

 Recruiting new members is important 
to keep the goals and traditions of 
GFWC volunteering alive in our 
communities all over the country. 
Getting new members takes 
determination, enthusiasm and an 
event that is informative about the 
activities your club is committed to. 
Feature the activities that demonstrate 
your commitment to volunteer service 
in the community. All members of your 
clubs should be involved in the 
recruiting process. At the event you 
may display a scrapbook or brag board 
with pictures of your community 
involvement. Remember recruiting 
new members is vital to keeping the 
volunteer spirit alive. When you are 
talking to perspective members think 

of it as giving them an opportunity to 
meet new people, give back to their 
communities it easier than thinking of 
it as recruiting a new member.  You 
may meet people who don’t live in 
your area. Get their info and give it to 
a club President in an area close to 
where that person lives. We have 
included an article regarding 
Membership in the upcoming 
Clubwoman. 

The LEADS program is held annually 
the day before the GFWC Annual 
Convention. We are looking for 
members to who desire to assume 
leadership positions in GFWC beyond 
their club. If any club member has the 
desire to participate in this seminar, 
please go to the GFWC Indiana 
website gfwcindiana.com for more 
information and the application form 
or feel free to contact me or one of the 
GFWC Indiana Board members.  We 
would like Indiana to be represented at 
the seminar in 2020 in Atlanta, GA.  
GFWC and IFC have budgeted funds 
to help with some of the expenses. 

All GFWC members are being asked 
to go to MemberSuite Portal on the 
GFWC website to create their own 
profile so GFWC has accurate 
information about you. If your Club 
did add a roster to the site where 
members are listed, all the member 
needs to do is enter their name and 
click “Forgot Password” to set up your 
account.  If your Club hasn’t added a 
club roster, members need to join, log 
in, and create a password for 
MemberSuite.  The GFWC Member 
Portal is a valuable tool to your club 
president and GFWC. If any member 
has questions or problems accessing 
the portal more information can be 
found on Indiana’s website or call 
GFWC Headquarters at (202) 
347-3168. 

It is that time of the year to send in 
Dues and Scholarship funds as well as 
thinking about your club reporting on 

the projects you have done this year. I 
know it is early, but before you know 
it, January 1st will be here.  Reports 
need to be informative, detailed in 
what you did, how you did it, number 
of members involved and the outcomes 
of the project (more than a few lines). 

President Brock asked the state 
Presidents to decorate a gift box for the 
Holiday Open House. These gift boxes 
will be on display at Headquarters for 
attending guests to view. 

WE HATE TO SEE YOU GO 
It is with deep regret that the Indiana 
Federation of Clubs have recently 
accepted the resignation of two of our 
clubs, GFWC/IFC Edgewood Club and 
GFWC/IFC Kankakee Valley Woman’s 
Club. 

We wish to thank both clubs for their 
p a s t s u p p o r t w i t h y e a r s o f 
volunteerism and community service. 
Hope that at some future date 
circumstances will change and you 
may find yourselves back as part of the 
Indiana Federation of Clubs.  

Greetings from Barbara         
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
to each and everyone of our wonderful 
club woman members.  May your 
holidays be filled with blessings and joy. 
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NORTH WEST 
DISTRICT’S 2019 

NURSES 
SCHOLARSHIP 

WINNER 

As High School Graduations begin to 
happen across the county, undoubtedly 
many Seniors probably share their 
dreams & optimistically look forward 
to fulfilling those dreams. Such is the 
case of Katie Goerl, graduating senior 
at Morgan Township High School.  
Katie’s dream of becoming a nurse 
will soon become a reality...and in a 
small part, thanks due to the IFC NWD 
Nurses Scholarship Fund & 
Committee.  

As tradition goes, Katie (and her 
mother) was a guest at the NWD 
Spring Recognition Meeting, at which 
time she was presented with a 
certificate & letter announcing her 
award. Katie shared with members that 
she plans to attend Purdue University, 
with a goal of earning a Bachelor of 
Science degree in nursing--very 
specifically a nurse in labor & 
delivery. 

While involved with her high school 
activities (to mention a few: Amanda 
Forum, Student Council & National 
Honor Society) she maintained the 
necessary grades/GPA to be accepted 
into the Nursing program at Purdue 
University.  Additionally, Katie’s 
volunteer work at the hospital simply 
confirmed her passion of becoming a 
nurse. 

The ESO Joyce Wargo Reading Club 
is delighted to be the sponsoring club 
of the 2019 winning recipient of NWD 
Nurses Scholarship in the amount of 
$1,000. With assistance from the 
Guidance Counselor at Morgan 
Township High School, arrangements 
were made for us to present the 
scholarship to Katie at the school’s 
Annual Seniors Awards Night.  

On May 15 th, our ESO Member, 
Donna Titus, retired teacher of 20 
years , f rom Morgan Township 
Elementary School, had the privilege 
of attending the awards event.  Donna 
announced the NW District’s Award & 
winner, calling Katie to the stage.  She 
was presented with an additional 
monetary gift & a certificate of 
congratulations from the ESO Club 
Members 

GFWC INDIANA 
FEDERATION ON 
MEMBERSHIP 
AWARDS  
Does your club hold a membership 
drive?  Maybe your club held a tea or 
members handed out club and GFWC 
Information at a community gathering 
or parade.  Whatever the club did, 
Indiana Federation of Clubs wants to 
know what it was and how it increased 
your membership. 

When submitting your Club reports 
January 1, 2020 the club needs to 
report what was done to increase the 
membership.  How many new 

members joined because of the event 
and what the club has done to get the 
new members involved?   

At the GFWC 2019 Convention, 
GFWC announced that they are also 
asking clubs to report what they are 
doing to retain the members they have.  
Did your club gain 3 new members but 
4 members left because they became 
“disenchanted” or “underutilized”.     

GFWC and Indiana Federation believe 
that “ALL” members make a 
difference.  So, if you have gained new 
members in 2019 and retained your 
current members then proudly report 
this in the Club reports, under 
Membership.  

For the club that reports the most 
membership GFWC Indiana will have 
Awards as well as a “token” monetary 
award.  Remember, clubs are now 
being listed in two categories so even a 
small club has the same chance as a 
large club.

   

IFC ESO Member Donna Titus & 
Nurses Scholarship Winner Katie Goerl

IFC SENDS  
CHRISTMAS BOX  
TO NATIONAL

GFWC President Brock asked the 
state Presidents to decorate a gift box 
for the Holiday Open House. These 
gift boxes will be on display at 
Headquarters for attending guests to 
view. 
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Receives GFWC Membership Grant

ESO JOYCE WARGO SUPPORTS  
READING BUDDY PROGRAM 
After a Summer break, ESO Joyce Wargo Reading Club began its new 
club year in September.  Prior to the first meeting a member sent a 
group email to members, sharing with them that the Credit Union 
(Regional Federal, whose meeting room we use monthly) was 
sponsoring a “Reading Buddy Program” for elementary school 
children.  

A big box & sign in the lobby was asking for donations of “new stuffed 
animals’ so every child can have its own “Buddy.”  Our member 
suggested starting a new club year on a high & since we’re a reading 
club & encourage reading at all ages, let’s support their program by 
bringing a new stuffed animal to our meeting.   Great success!!! 

ESO Joyce Wargo Reading Club 
applied for a GFWC Membership 
Grant & received news from GFWC 
that they were 
selected as a 
recipient of the 
Grant. As stated in 
the Grant 
application, the 
monies would be 
used for their 
Membership 
Recruitment 
project during the 
month of February. 
The club’s 
Membership 
Recruitment 
package was three-
fold: a Library 
Display Window, a 
Facebook Posting 
& a Bookmarks, Brochures & 
Cookies event to be held during our 
library’s “Friends of the Library” sale. 

Library Display Window - “Window-
Designers-Three” valiantly braved the 
elements of the history-making Polar 
Vortex by arriving at the Valparaiso 
library the morning of February 1st to 
design & create the library’s display 
window for the month of February. 
The theme was to be in conjunction 
with the GFWC “Membership” 

Grant our club received--going on 
the premise that “less is more” but 
still getting the message out!   

Facebook Posting  - a member posted 
information about our club on several 
community Facebook pages & 
reposted the page weekly during our 
recruitment month of February.  The 
Facebook page included our club 
name, meeting day, time & place. It 
also summarized our goals to provide 
women with a structural reading 
program for self-enrichment & 
personal growth, in addition to 
promoting our participation in 

philanthropic projects for the 
betterment of our community. 
Bookmarks, Brochures & Cookies - a 

member volunteers at our 
local library & Chairs its 
bi-annual book sale & 
oversees the Friends of 
the Library Room (open 
to the community twice 
weekly throughout the 
year). Prior to the Spring 
sale, a “Friends of the 
Library Night” was held 
in the Friends Room. It 
was an opportunity to 
provide information to 
potential new members 
b y p r o v i d i n g 
“Bookmarks, Brochures 
& Cookies” to everyone 
attending. 

The GFWC Grant monies helped 
defray the cost of supplies needed for 
the display window & the cost of the 
dozens of cookies purchased for the 
event. Two hundred book marks made 
by members from recycled greeting 
card fronts & club brochures were 
made available to everyone. Our club 
is grateful to GFWC for its support.  
We found it to be a fun project & to 
see it come to fruition.  And yep, we 
added a new member to our club 
roster
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GFWC LOWELL WOMEN’S CLUB 

SIXTH ANNUAL 
BARKTOBERFEST 
Our major fundraiser and sixth annual 
Barktoberfest, was held the first Saturday in 
October.  This event brings people from 
surrounding areas to enjoy an afternoon in a pet 
friendly atmosphere.  

There was a full schedule of activities including a 
sheep herding demonstration, costume contest, pet 
blessing, pet/owner musical chairs, canine camp 
demonstration, various pet games, K-9 
demonstration, and a Bark for Life Walk in which 
all proceeds go to Relay for Life.  

We had many silent auction items to bid on and held a "Split the 
pot". Proceeds from Barktoberfest benefits our Club, Relay for 
Life and the Freedom Park Bark Park.  

Members of the Lowell Woman's Club maintain one of our local 
parks flower beds. While preparing the flower bed for the 
upcoming winter season, members painted the park sign new 
vibrant colors. (pictured left)

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH AT NATIONAL
Join the Women’s History and Resource Center for the 2020 Women’s History Month 
Event on March 5 from 2:00–4:00 p.m. with an illuminating performance from Kate 
Campbell Stevenson. Having starred in more than 30 off-Broadway musicals, 
Stevenson’s one-woman show will celebrate the history that led to women’s right to 
vote with the passage of the 19th Amendment. Stevenson’s performance will highlight 
First Lady Abigail Adams and other powerful advocates that were part of the forgotten 
history of the suffrage movement. Come to GFWC Headquarters to see Kate Campbell 
Stevenson in Amending America: How Women Won the Vote. Register now.

Raising Funds for Suicide 
Prevention 
In September, we held a painting party to benefit 
the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention.  
Lunch and all the painting supplies were 
provided. We raised over $200.00 during our 3-
hour event.  The novice artists created a fall 
theme painting, and everyone had a great time. 
There were many guests that wanted to know 
when our next one will be held!
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https://gfwc.users.membersuite.com/events/18e315f0-0078-cff7-1cfd-0b4029a6b5ce/details
https://gfwc.users.membersuite.com/events/18e315f0-0078-cff7-1cfd-0b4029a6b5ce/details
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COLLECTING COATS

GFWC Hearts and Hands 
members collected 39 new 
and gently used kids and 
adult coats to be donated 
to the Hamilton County 
Kids’ Coats coat drive.  
Kids’ Coats partners with 
local communities in 
Hamilton County to provide 
coats for children and their 
parents and caregivers.  
Hearts and Hands was 
happy to be able to provide 
some warmth to the kids of 
Hamilton County.

Working with the GFWC 7 Grand 
Initiatives, the GFWC Hearts and 
Hands members collectively donated 
72 new and gently used Dr. Seuss 
books.   

The books were donated to the 
Family Development Services of 
Head Start in Hamilton County for 
families to share with their young 
children.  This was a fun project for 
the members and for the recipients!  

HEARTS AND HANDS  
Donate Coats and 

Remembering 
Jacquelyn Pierce

GFWC IFC   
2018-2020 Riley Project 

While the many Federated clubs in the state carry out projects which best suit 
their community’s needs, each year every club makes a special effort to 

support the ongoing partnership with Riley Hospital for Children in 
Indianapolis.  Riley has been an ongoing project of IFC for nearly 100 years. 

The PROJECT SELECTED  this term will be an easy one to fill.  Members are 
asked to select Board books or Interactive books suited for children ages 
2-10.  Please select ones that have a hard (or board) cover since they last longer 
and are easily cleaned compared to paperback books.  (Ex- I Spy, Where’s 
Waldo?, Magic Eye, Sound Books, etc).  Books with button batteries are NOT 
allowed.  New books are requested.

In addition to the books IFC will be looking for gift card donations to give to 
Riley.  Cards may come from iTunes, Hobby Lobby, Michael’s, Wal-Mart, 
Target, Amazon.com, Best Buy, VISA, United Art & Education, and Meijer.  
Cards may be in any $ amount.  These cards will be used for the staff members 
to purchase crafts or supplies have been used up or may be given to patients/
parents to purchase items. 

Books and gift cards will be collected at the 2020 Convention. 
Age ranges will be: ( 2-10)  (This covers 80% of their patients) 

On November 
17, 2019, 
GFWC was 
saddened to 
learn that 
Jacquelyn 
(Jackie) Pierce, 
International 
President from 
2006–2008, 
passed away that morning.

Born and raised in Hannibal, Missouri, 
Jacquelyn earned her Bachelor of Science in 
Education from Illinois State University and 
her MA in Arts Administration from the 
University of Illinois. Her honors included 
the AAUW Susan B. Anthony Award, 
Cosmopolitan Women of the Year, YWCA 
Leader Luncheon Volunteer Award, and 
Chicago Magazine Woman of the Year 
Finalist. 

The 2006–2008 Administration focused on 
domestic violence awareness and prevention 
and oversaw a multitude of 
accomplishments. Under Jackie’s 
Administration,the  Legislation/Public 
Policy Committee and the 
Communications /Public Relations 
Committee were formed. Jackie also 
oversaw a major renovation of 1734 N 
Street, beauty still being enjoyed today.
7



8

Hungarian Nut Horns
1 pkg dry yeast 
1/4 C warm water ( 110-115 degrees)
4 Cups flour
1/2 tsp Salt
1 1/2 Cups cold butter cut into cubes. 
3 Egg yolks- lightly beaten
1/4 Cups sour cream

Nut filling
3 egg whites
1Cup sugar 
1 1/2 Cups ground walnuts
In a small bowl dissolve yeast in water add 1tsp. sugar mix well, set aside. 

In a large bowl combine flour and salt; cut in butter pieces until the mixture looks like little crumbles. Add egg yolks, 
sour cream, vanilla. Add the yeast mixture to the flour mixture. If yeast mixture has gotten foamy then you know it is 
good. Mix well using your hands dough will no be sticky. Divide dough into 8 portions. Wrap in plastic wrap and place 
in refrigerator. 

Make filling: in a small bowl beat egg whites on medium speedy until soft peaks form.  Gradually add sugar until stiff 
peaks form. Beat in vanilla. Stir in crushed walnuts. 

Pull out one of the 8 portions of dough from refrigerator. On a work surface coated with powdered sugar roll dough into 
a 12” circle. Using a pizza cutter cut dough into 12 even pieces. Spread filling thinly over surface ( you can spread the 
filling before cutting, making sure to make the mixture thin, you can add some scalded milk if you need to thin it out a 
bit)  and roll up each wedge from the wider end to pointy end tucking in the wider end as you roll it to seal the filling 
inside.  Place on parchment lined cookie sheet. Repeat with remaining portions. 
Bake on 375 degrees for 12-14 minutes or until lightly browned.  Makes 8 dozen. -by Marianne McCombs
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Apple/Cranberry Pie 
2 pie crusts (make or buy) 
for a 9” pie dish 

4 peeled and sliced apples 
2 cups fresh cranberries 
1 cup of sugar 
1/2 cup of flour (heaping) 
1/2 to 1 teaspoon of cinnamon (flavor to your taste) 
1/8 teaspoon nutmeg 
Blend these six ingredients together in a mixing bowl 

Pour fruit into bottom pie crust - Place 4 small pats of butter across fruit 
Put on top crust and seal edges together.  Poke holes in the top crust with a fork and spread a small amount of butter on 
top, then sprinkle with sugar or do a lattice top crust as pictured. 
Bake at 375 for an hour (watch the crust and put foil around the edges if it starts to burn) -Kay Bennett 
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One seldom thinks about what small 
towns may have to offer during the 
holidays.  We tend to head for the 
excitement of the cities but there is 
something to be said about a friendly, 
small community that greets strangers 
as though they are family and offers a 
kid friendly atmosphere for the entire 
family.   

There is something fun about driving 
through a small town checking out 
just how many Santa Claus statues 
they have in their community or to 
drive through the Santa Claus Land of 
lights that stretches nearly 1 1/2 miles.   
There are multiple places to stay 
within a 20 minute drive, including 
small hotels and Santa’s Cottages or 
cabins at Lincoln Park Lakefront 
resort. A great place to snuggle 
against the weather just as you can do 
at Rudolph’s Christmas Cabins and 
enjoy breakfast with Santa himself. 
Why not book a room right in town at 
Santa’s Lodge and enjoy milk and 
cookies with Santa before bed? Yah! 
That sounds good to me.  I love milk 
and cookies. What’s your choice? 

DON’T FORGET to write a letter to 
Santa and to check out the Santa 
Claus Post Office. They receive 
thousands of letters every year from 
boys and girls and all letters are 
answered by Santa himself. 

Santa Claus has its own Christmas 
Shop as well as Santa’s Toys, 
Evergreen Boutique, and the 
Christmas Shoppe to name a few. 

SPECIAL EVENTS  for the month 
of December include the Santa Claus 
Christmas Parade, Chestnuts Roasting 
on an Open Fire, the Santa Claus Arts 
& Craft Show, Das Nikolausfest, The 
Festival of Lights, and much more 
including  Santa’s LED  

Giant Tree of 
Lights, a 
performed and 
choreographed 
light show in 
Kringle Place 
Shopping Center. 

If that isn’t quite 
enough, contact 
the Lincoln Boyhood Drama 
Association and attend Scrooge’s 
Christmas. And of course you can 
always take the Wine Trail  

which includes many local wineries. 
All in all it appears there is plenty to 
do in the little town of Santa Claus 
Indiana at Christmas.  

Santa Claus Indiana-Recognized as 
One of 45 Holiday Destinations in the USA

Indiana Clubwomen Share The Holiday Spirit 
By the time you get this issue of Clubwoman you will have enjoyed a 
delicious Thanksgiving Feast and stuffed yourself to overflowing with a 
holiday meal shared with family or friends.  In fact, by now you are probably 
waist deep in Christmas plans both for your families and for your 
community.  I say this because I know women of the GFWC never stop 
trying to make life better, be it for family, friends, or for strangers and there 
is no better way then to reach out in their community this time of year and 
provide multiple acts of kindness, all the while preparing for an exciting 
Christmas gatherings for club members. There is so much to be done in this 
season and joy to spread.  

Since checking in with a few clubs its easy to see my prognosis is correct. 
Clubs throughout the state are indeed busy with Christmas projects and the 
preparation of their holiday parties. 

What is amazing is how diverse the projects are definitely benefiting their 
own particular communities and their needs. Everything is being done 
including Veterans Wreaths sponsored by Wreaths Across America.  The 
club’s wreaths will be placed at the Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in 
Elwood, Illinois. (If you have never been to this Veterans cemetery you may 
find it a worthwhile experience.) Others are doing gift wrapping at Barnes 
and Noble or buying gifts for an Elder Christmas Tree Reach Out.  Have you 
every heard of an Elder Tree? You take tags and provide needed gifts for 
nursing home recipients. Sounds like a worthwhile project doesn’t it?  Food 
pantry’s and the gathering of toys to be delivered to needy families is also 
something many clubs take part in. 

I must stop! There are way to many projects to be mentioned in this article 
but busy hands are working to make things better for others including 
generous donations to their favorite charities.   

Last, but not least, club members will gather to take time to reflect on the 
year and on their accomplishments while enjoying their own Christmas 
Parties at restaurants, nursing homes, even Acorn Acres.  These celebrations 
will take them into the new year where they will be ready to move forward 
with their 2020 agendas. 

The Holiday spirit
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fall district tours
North East District 
Convention  
The North East District met for our 
annual meeting August 23 at the 
beautiful Waterford Retirement Home. 
It was a fast-paced session that 
featured Keynote speaker Sara 
Ramirez a young Progress Club 
member who spoke on Woman Today 
– The Good, the Bad and the Ugly.   

Most of us were familiar with 
woman’s roles thru out the years, a 
few Club meetings this past year had 
focus on woman’s roles in the past and 
women in service of our country, but 
what about today. What are young 
women facing?   What advice do we 
give our children and especially our 
grandchildren?  How can we be a 
relevant part of their life? 

Sara 
commented 
on how she is 
raising her 
sons to 
respect 
woman, the 
time crunch 
for a working 
woman and 
wife, and 

especially how 
our culture backgrounds shape our life 
choices. Acknowledging all the 
complicated issues that face young 
woman in today’s environment Sara 
reminded us always to try and break 
the cycles that may destroy a woman’s 
path.  The speech and discussions 
were dynamic! Sara left us inspired, 
remembering what is important, why 
we became club women! 

We were honored to have three IFC 
Officers President Barbara Reardon, 
President Elect Kimberly Meyers, 
Treasurer Marianne McCombs 

participate in the program.  President 
Reardon recounted the new Grand 
Initiatives that GFWC President Brock 
has issued while Treasurer McCombs 
filled in the changes that had taken 
place in her office. It was great to see 
the officers give up their time and 
travel to our district.  We felt grateful 
to have them represent us.  

Of course we had to recognize that the 
following Monday, August 26 would 
celebrate the centennial passage of the 
Nineteenth Amendment, giving many 
woman the right to vote.  

We also discussed H. R. 1923 and 
S.2427, the women’s History and 
Nineteenth Amendment Centennial 
Quarter Dollar Coin Program Act. 

It was an energetic District Meeting 
celebrating a woman’s role in today’s 
environment giving all twenty-two 
attendees thoughts to consider, discuss 
and implement.  Thanks to all who 
gave up their time to participate. 

South West District 
Convention 
The GFWC Indiana Federation of 
Clubs Southwest District met in 
French Lick on Saturday, September 
21 with members of the Lincoln Club 
of Southern Indiana and West Baden 
Research Club.  GFWC IFC President 
Elect Kimberly Meyer was a guest.   

District President Evelyn Adams lead 
an informative meeting with President 
Elect Meyer reviewed GFWC’s Grand 
and Brand Initiatives and the 
importance of being knowledgeable of 
the legislative process.  Southwest 
District’s famous Country Store ended 
the meeting with beautiful crafts for 
sale and auction, and the photography 
contest winners were announced.   

The ladies of Southwest District once 
again held a fun and informative 
meeting. 
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North West District 
Convention 

October 26. 2019 the GFWC/IFC 
North West District held its annual 
convention at Andorra Banquets in 
Schererville, IN with 35 to 40 club 
members attending. Due to medical 
issues District President, Bev 
Zmigrocki was unable to attend and 
the District Vice President, Sandra 
Cortelloni presided over the business 
of the day. All the attendees wished 
Bev to get well.  The convention was 
hosted by GFWC St. John Woman’s 
Club. The breakfast buffet was 
wonderful. State President – Barbara 
Reardon and Treasurer – Marianne 
McCombs were in attendance. First 
time attendees were given a token 
gift of M&M.  

The nominations and elections of the 
2020-2022 District officers were held 

at this Convention. The newly elected 
officers are President Sandra 
Cortelloni, Vice President Cynthia 

Watson, Secretary Joan 
Carpenter and Treasurer 
Lisa Lawrence will be 
installed at the 2020 
GFWC/IFC North West 
District Recognition in 
March 2020. 
Congratulations to all. 

 Mystery Boxes and 
Bags were raffled, and 
everyone enjoyed 
opening them to see 
their mystery item. The 
proceeds are to be 
donated to the District’s 

Nurses Scholarship Fund. 

The Clubs present announced and 
invited members to their up and 
coming events and planned to post 
them on the Indiana Facebook page. 
Ideas and helpful tips about events 
were exchanged among all. 

President Reardon talked about ideas 
of emailing the IFC Directory and 
Clubwoman to members in the future. 
She also talked about the 2020 GFWC 
LEADS seminar to be held at the 2020 
GFWC Convention in Atlanta, GA 
and asked clubs to think about 
candidates to send. The application for 
LEADS can be found on the GFWC 
website and is to be sent to her so that 
the IFC Board can review and forward 
the nominee’s information to GFWC. 

Treasurer Marianne reminded club 
Presidents that dues are due by 
November 1, 2019 and please email 
her the completed form as well as a 
list of all dues paying members with 
their contact information which 
included all email address’.

fall district tours
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“You make a 
living by 

what you get. 
You make a 

life by 
what you 

give.”

~Winston Churchil
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SOUTH EAST 
DISTRICT 

CONVENTION 
By Tric Heepe 

The South East District held the 22nd 
annual convention on September 28th 
at the historic Elmhurst in 
Connersville, hosted by the GFWC 
Fayette County ESO.  President 
Debbie Hickman presided over a very 
informative and fun-filled gathering 
with members of the GFWC Eggleston 
Club of Vevay, Wednesday Research 
Club of North Vernon, and GFWC 
Fayette County ESO of Connersville.   
In addition to the required business of 
reading of the minutes of the last 
convention, the treasurer’s report and 
the reading of correspondence, the 
attendees got to hear about the 
activities of the individual clubs.  
Many of the ideas shared sparked 
questions, needing more details so they 
could borrow the ideas.  Ideas about 
projects, speakers, and fundraising 
ideas were shared.   

President Reardon gave an overview of 
changes and adjustments in reporting 
in the next administration and she 
encouraged clubs to share their ideas 
by submitting articles to the 
Clubwoman.  President-elect Kimberly 
Meyer spoke about the opportunities to 
advocate for change by using the 
Legislative Action Center at 
GFWC.org.  Vice-president Brenda 
Underwood expressed the reason why 
reporting is so important and 
encouraged the clubs to report via 
email.  This keeps her from having to 
put every report in electronic form so it 
can be transmitted to the state 
chairmen.  She also encouraged clubs 
to call her with any questions.  

Treasurer Marianne McCombs 
reminded club treasurer’s that dues are 
due November 1st and to be sure they 
were sent to her correct address, 4526 
16th St, Hobart IN 46342.   

Cheryl Wade reported for the 
Nominating Committee, presenting the 
following slate of officers for the 
2020-2022 administration: President 
Judy Kappes of the GFWC Eggleston 
Club, Vice-president Brenda 
Underwood of the GFWC Fayette 
County ESO, Secretary Phyllis Weaver 
of the GFWC Eggleston Club, and 
Jackie Webster of the GFWC 
Wednesday Research Club.  The slate 
was elected and were installed by IFC 
Past State President and current Great 
Lakes Secretary Dana Jones.  She used 
a culinary theme for the installation 
and dubbed them the Spice Girls. 

The guest speaker was Dax Gunder, 
Detective with the Connersville Police 
Department.  He talked about the many 
scams that target seniors and cautioned 
us that if it seems too good to be true, 
it probably is.  He also cautioned about 
the grandparents and the lonely 
widow’s scams.  Then spent a lot of 
time talking about counterfeit money.  
He distributed five bills and challenged 
attendees to find the one non-
counterfeit bill.  We all failed to detect 
the $5 bill that had been changed to a 
$100 bill.  He gave hints on what to 
look for and what tools are needed.  He 
encouraged everyone to invest in the 
pens to detect counterfeit bills.  They 
cost less than $2 and can save you 
from accepting counterfeit bills. 

The day ended with the GFWC 
Wednesday Research Club inviting all 
to attend the S E District Convention 
next year at the Historical Society in 
Vernon. 

GFWC WOMAN’S 
CLUB OF ST. JOHN 
On the Saturday following 
Independence Day, all children from 
the community were invited to 
participate in a bike parade to celebrate 
the nation's birthday. The children 
were encouraged to decorate their 
bicycles, skates, scooters, strollers, 
manual or mechanical vehicles, or 
even just themselves in patriotic 
colors. 

All events originated from Prairie West 
Park located on W. 93rd Avenue 
following a parade route designed by 
the St. John Police Department, that 
also included police officers also riding 
their bikes. Upon returning to the park 
pavilion, all participants were provided 
with water bottles, and lots of cool 
treats. Judges awarded trophies to 
youngsters in three different age 
groups for their decorations/costumes.  

As a favorite of this annual event 
sponsored by the GFWC Women's 
Club of St. John, the fire department 
parked at the park, lifting the ladder, 
and streamed water to sprinkle down 
on the children as they ran through, 
cooling off and having a great time. 

The GFWC Women's Club of St. John 
is a civic oriented organization that 
meets the second Tuesday of each 
month (September through May) in the 
town council meeting room of the St. 
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MUNSTER 
JUNIOR 
WOMAN’S 
CLUB 

Munster Junior Woman's Club is 
off and running.  Before our year 
began - we once again assisted 
Officer Ghrist with our Night Out 
Against Crime festivities.  This 
year the Juniors volunteered to be 
in the first ever - Night Out 
Parade.  We had an evening to 
make the posters for the cars for 
the parade and then we walked in 
the parade. 

 We passed out candy and flyer of 
our Q & A gathering that was held 
on Tuesday - August 20th from 
5:30 - 7:00 at our Town Hall.  The 
flyer also has a SAVE THE DATE 
for our Applebee's fundraiser on 
October 19th and our BUNCO 
Fundraiser on January 31st.  

Members ended up at the Night Out 
Festival and worked out table - 
collecting bottle caps and showing 
off our Plarn Homeless mats that we 
make.  Additional member worked 
the two bounce houses all evening 
and stayed until the festival was 
done to help clean-up.  Long day - 
but so much fun.   

After having our first official 
meeting on Sept. 9th we recruited 
members to help with the Hospice 
Hustle bike ride which took place on 
Sunday morning, Sept 15th - 6:00 
a.m. at the Lake county Fair 
Ground.  It was a cool and rainy day 
- but we did not mind - We had fun.  

We had 4 new members volunteer 
with us, and  
it was a great time to get to know 
those new members.  Members did 
everything from making pancakes - 
registering bikers - to working out in 
the rain directing traffic.  Rain or 
Shine - Munster Juniors were there.  
Successful day and signed up to help 

HOSPICE HUSTLE BIKE RIDE

It’s Pancake Making Time at 
the Hospice Hustle Bike Ride

It’s a rainy Sunday Morning at the 
Lake County Fair Grounds 
September 15, 2019
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 JUNIOR WOMAN’S CLUB IS OFF AND RUNNING!

Working the bounce Houses for the Night Out Festival First they decorated cars for the parade and then they 
marched in the parade with enthusiasm and joy. 
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Indiana and the 19th Amendment 
Indiana ratified the 19th Amendment: 

January 16, 1920  

State of Indiana overlaid with the purple, 
white, and gold suffrage flag, indicating it was one of the original 36 states to 
ratify the 19th Amendment. CC0  
Women first organized and collectively fought for suffrage at the 
national level in July of 1848. Suffragists such as Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and Lucretia Mott convened a meeting of over 300 people 
in Seneca Falls, New York. In the following decades, women 
marched, protested, lobbied, and even went to jail. By the 1870s, 
women pressured Congress to vote on an amendment that would 
recognize their suffrage rights. This amendment was sometimes 
known as the Susan B. Anthony amendment and became the 19th 
Amendment. 
 
The amendment reads: 
 
"The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied 
or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of sex." 

 
After decades of arguments for and against women's suffrage, 
Congress finally passed the 19th Amendment in June 1919. After 
Congress approved the 19th Amendment, at least 36 states needed 
to vote in favor of it for it to become law. This process is called 
ratification.

DID YOU KNOW?  
Suffragist vs Suffragette 
There is a difference between a 
suffragist and a suffragette?  
Although we often see suffragist 
and suffragette used as though they 
mean the same thing, their 
historical meanings are quite 
different. 
 
The terms suffrage and 
enfranchisement mean having the 
right to vote. Suffragists are people 
who advocate for enfranchisement. 
After African American men got 
the vote in 1870 with the passage 
of the 15th Amendment to the 
United States Constitution, 
“suffrage” referred primarily to 
women’s suffrage (though there 
were many other groups who did 
not have access to the ballot). 
 
The battle for woman’s suffrage 
was in full force in both Britain 
and the United States in the early 
1900s. Reporters took sides, and in 
1906, a British reporter used the 
word “suffragette” to mock those 
fighting for women’s right to vote. 
The suffix “-ette” is used to refer 
to something small or diminutive, 
and the reporter used it to 
minimize the work of British 
suffragists.  

Some women in Britain embraced 
the term suffragette, a way of 
reclaiming it from its original 
derogatory use. In the United 
States, however, the term 
suffragette was seen as an 
offensive term and not embraced 
by the suffrage movement. Instead, 
it was wielded by anti-suffragists 
in their fight to deny women in 
America the right to vote.

https://www.nps.gov/articles/suffragistvssuffragette.htm
https://www.nps.gov/people/elizabeth-cady-stanton.htm
https://www.nps.gov/people/elizabeth-cady-stanton.htm
https://www.nps.gov/people/lucretia-mott.htm
https://www.nps.gov/places/womensrights.htm
https://www.nps.gov/people/susan-b-anthony.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/the-nineteenth-amendment.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/the-nineteenth-amendment.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/suffragistvssuffragette.htm
https://www.nps.gov/people/elizabeth-cady-stanton.htm
https://www.nps.gov/people/elizabeth-cady-stanton.htm
https://www.nps.gov/people/lucretia-mott.htm
https://www.nps.gov/places/womensrights.htm
https://www.nps.gov/people/susan-b-anthony.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/the-nineteenth-amendment.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/the-nineteenth-amendment.htm
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David R. Lewis 
The Trail Series (9-book Series) 

ESO 
Corner

Book Talk

 The Trail series by Davis R. Lewis is a 9-book series this is 
written on the inside cover of the first book: 
The year was 1881, an’ young Ruben Beeler was makin’ his 
way along near the Missouri River, finding work when he 
could an’ livin’ the only life he knew. When he come on ol’ 
Arliss Hyatt, beat to hell an’ near shot to death, Rube done 
what he could for him. He didn’t know that act of kindness 
was gonna wind up changin’ his whole life, but it did. 
Green as grass, Rube was a long way from bein’ any kind of 
pistoleer or shootist, but when Marshal Marion Daniels 
come on him an’ Arliss, an’needed help with the Duncan 
bunch, that tussle growed Rube up right quick. Then a town 
in trouble put him behind a badge of his own, an’ Rube 
done things he never thought he’d have to do. Life got 
tough, an’ it come time to root hog or die, on the Deer Run 
Trail.  

This series has been so fascinating and a nice change of 
scenery for me.  I listen to these books on my Kindle as 
read by the author.  He does such a wonderful job.  Ruben 
Beeler is the kind of man we don’t see enough of these 
days.  As the song goes, he knows when to hold um, knows 
when to fold um, knows when to walk away and he knows 
when to shoot!! Now I kindly wouldn’t want to suggest that 
Mr. Beeler, or as Marion Daniels would say ol’ Rube, is not 
a gentleman of the highest order because he kindly was. He 
always had his pads back and the wonderful horse he rode 
was more like Lassie than Trigger as he was a fine horse. 
 He got a mule he named after a man whose life he saved 
and has been a lifelong friend, Arliss. That mule kindly 
follows Ruben wherever he goes unless he stays home with 
Ruben’s wife and his little boy. Ol’Rube becomes a 
Marshall and this is a job where learning on the job is 
crucial. If he doesn’t learn he could run afoul of some pretty 
dangerous outlaws.  Lucky for all involved he is a quick 
study and saves lives as well as takes a few of which he 
kindly never gets over. Even though the lives he’s had to 
take were very bad men and it was either fight or die.  

There are several other characters we meet along the way 
who will make you laugh, cry and smile knowing that 
ol’Rube and his friend are kindly so much like ourselves 
and our friends. As women of the GFWC we have each 
other’s backs, we help each other out and we hold one 
another in high esteem. I kindly invite you to kick up your 
feet, open a sarsaparilla, grab a piece of peppermint stick 
and ride right into the Trail series, you won’t regret it 
partners!  

Submitted by Marianne McCombs  
ESO Regional Readers.   

WHAT’S IN A BOOK?  
By Tric Heepe

What interests you that makes you want to read a book?  
The Title? The Author? The recommendation of a friend?  
Once you have started the book, what keeps you reading?  A 
friend introduced me to the IN DEATH series by J D Robb.  
I was hooked and read all 47 (or is it 48?) and have pre-
ordered the next one.  I like the story line, the characters, all 
of it.  So, I started another J D Robb book.  After two 
chapters, I closed the book and gave it away. 

Table decorations at one session of the 2018 GFWC IFC 
State Convention were books!  How appropriate to 
celebrate ESO?  The books also served as table favors.  This 
great idea was economical as well as extremely appropriate.  
I took home two books and loved both and have passed 
them along to club members.  At the recommendation of 
International President Mary Ellen Brock, Dana Jones 
picked up one by Harlan Coben.  Yes, you guessed it.  Since 
Convention 2018, she has read all his books. 

Have you ever gotten to “know” a personality and then been 
surprised by their books?  I faithfully watched The Sport 
Reporters on ESPN and really liked Mitch Albom.  I often 
agreed with his take on the sporting world so when he wrote 
Tuesdays With Morey, I had to read it.  As I read, I would 
often close the book and think about and visualize the 
sportswriter Mitch.  It was as if there were two individual 
souls.  He is an accomplished sportswriter and an excellent 
thoughtful and touching fictional writer.  I now await 
release of his books.   I often wonder if I would like my 
other favorite authors if I got to know them.  Humm.  
Maybe.  Maybe not. 

I have enjoyed books since childhood.  Every week of 
summer vacation, Mom would take me to the public library, 
and I would check out 10 books.  The next week I would 
return them and devour ten more.  I am not reading that 
much this summer, but I am enjoying reading.  When I am 
out of REAL BOOKS, it is nice to download one to my 
Kindle that I can read, until I get my hands on another 
REAL BOOK.  Yes, I am old-fashioned.  I love the feel of a 
book in my hands.  I can live with a Kindle and it is nice for 
travel but give me a good hard-backed book.   

I hope you are enjoying your summer and reading-in 
whatever form you like.  Please keep sending your lists to 
Lou and we will keep the certificates coming!   HAPPY 
READING!!

ESO
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